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SEAN STRICKLAND
Strictly Speaking

Library/University/YMCA a great 
partnership but double check the price tag!

In principle I wholeheartedly support the recently announced plan for the new branch 
library to be located in a shared facility with the YMCA on the city’s west side. I 
have said on more than one occasion that the City missed an opportunity several years 
ago when they had a chance to build a new branch as part of the recently constructed 
Sir. John A. MacDonald High School on Erbsville Road. 
This is good news for Library patrons and also good news for the YMCA. The 
YMCA’s presence in our community has been diminished ever since they sold the 
popular and well used facility on Lincoln road. It is also reasonably well known that 
the YMCA has been actively working with the City for the past several years to find a 
suitable partnership arrangement where the Y could restore its presence in Waterloo 
and more importantly offer recreation services to our residents.
The city’s west side is absent of significant recreation services and the drive to Rim 
Park is often frenetic and time consuming. It is however ironic that if the Y goes 
ahead on the university lands where its is currently proposed (Fisher-Hallman and 
Laurelwood) it won’t be too far from the Laurelwood shopping centre at Columbia 
and Fisher Hallman where the Memorial Rec Complex would have gone 
approximately 10 years ago. Due to stiff public opposition the City moved the site of 
the Rec Complex from the west side to its current location in Uptown. I do not 
however expect too much opposition from the neighbors this time around.
Despite my support for the project City Council is right to slow the process down and 
examine all the details of the proposal. The proposal calls for four-lane swimming 
pool, sauna, fitness area, dance studio, exercise space, gymnasium, running track, 
meeting room and food service area in a 47,000 square foot building. The adjacent 
library will occupy 21,000 square feet. Outdoor sports fields are also part of the deal 
and they will be located closer to Westmont Road and Bearinger.
The University will lease this land to the City for $1 per year. The City in return will 
provide $9 million worth of roads, sewers and water main infrastructure to be 
constructed over the next 5 years.
Total project cost including $18 million for the Y and library, $1.8 million for the 
sports fields and $9 million for services to the University is $29 million. Minus a $6 
million contribution from the Y and the total cost to Waterloo taxpayers is $23 
million. The City will retain ownership of the entire facility and lease the space to the 
Y.
As is the case with projects of this size, details matter. Yes we need recreation 
facilities on the west side; yes we need a branch library on the west side but is it 
worth an additional $9 million bucks to make it happen? If the City agrees to provide 
the infrastructure to the University for the $9million is the $9 million guaranteed? If 
this is to be phased in over 5 years what cost $9million today will cost close to $10 
million with inflation by 2011 and this is not accounting for increases in construction 
costs. 
I also wonder about the location of the soccer fields? It doesn’t make sense to have a 
huge recreation facility with change rooms etc. inaccessible to the new fields. The 
fields should be close to the new Y and library to maximize the opportunities for 
soccer field use.
The City needs to strenuously negotiate with the University and the Y before this deal 
is done.  I say yes to the library, yes to the Y and yes to the University. But 
Councillors and staff need to figure out how big of a yes it requires. Something less 
than $9 million to pay for roads, sewers, and water mains would be appreciated by all 
Waterloo taxpayers I’m sure.

LOVE THOSE OILERS
What an inspiration the Edmonton Oilers are for all hockey fans and Canadians in 
general. Finishing in the last and final playoff spot in the Western Conference no one 
gave them a chance to get by the mighty first place Detroit Red wings let alone 
continue the march right to the Stanley Cup final. The Oilers were always the 
underdog and were always overachieving and played with girt and determination that 
would not and could not be denied. Thank you Oilers what a great season and what a 
great way to rekindle the passion for hockey in all of us!

 

Local Airport Takes Off!
Over the years our community has had a somewhat distant relationship with the 
airport. Many readers may remember when the airport was a field with a landing strip 
and a small hangar on Lexington Rd. in Waterloo. After moving to its present site in 
the village of Breslau, Woolwich Township, the airport was always a part of our 
community but remained distant. It was, and is, a great place to learn to fly, and for 
many years I remember a stunt pilot practicing his trade every Saturday. Occasionally 
as a youngster I would watch the planes take off and land but mostly my experience 
was limited to trying to ignore that stunt pilot whenever I was playing golf at 
Beaverdale or Brookfield.

The first time I used the local airport for a commercial flight was about 3 years ago 
with Trillium Air, (who are no  longer in operation,) I arrived for an early morning 
flight to Ottawa and discovered that the flight was full with about approximately 18 
passengers. Walking onto to the tarmac and climbing up the stairs to board the plane 
had a pioneering feel to it. The flight was a little noisy, but comfortable, and we 
departed and arrived on time. Based on this experience I concluded that driving my 
car to Breslau and hopping on a plane to Ottawa was much more relaxing than 
struggling with the traffic and tension of flying out of Pearson. Unfortunately 
Trillium Air was not able to make a go of it and the experiment with commercial 
flights ended.

The region realized that if we truly wanted commercial flights, and larger cargo 
capacity for industry, we were going to have to get serious about the airport. Plans 
were made to expand the runways and build a brand new multi-million dollar 
terminal. It was the quintessential, “build it and they will come” scenario, a true “field 
of dreams”. Making this size of an investment without a commitment from a 
commercial carrier was a risk. What would happen if after spending millions of 
dollars of taxpayer’s money the region was still unable to secure a commercial 
carrier?

My next visit to the airport was in the fall of 2003. In September I arrived to a brand 
new terminal building without a soul in it, no signage and an eerie feeling that I was 
the only person in the whole place. I eventually found someone on a desk tucked 
upstairs in a corner who confirmed that the flight I was looking for was on time. 
Needless to say, I was not impressed. 

Airport off to a Flying Start

Regional officials could not have timed it any better. Prior to the official opening 
ceremonies of the Waterloo Regional International Airport the terminal was a hub of 
activity; several paying customers were lined up at the Northwest Airline check in 
counter, a private jet had just landed adjacent to the new main terminal and 
passengers from a turbo-prop were disembarking in plain view of everyone in 
attendance. In fact the President of QuikAir was unable to get a return flight on his 
own plane because it was full and he had to take a 7 hour train ride from Montreal.  I 
must say the opening ceremonies were quite impressive and hopefully a true sign of 
things to come.

Local Passengers Needed

According to surveys, approximately 1.4 million people a year use air travel to get to 
and from Waterloo Region. To truly make the Airport a success and a valuable 
community asset we must use it, and to do it right we have to go after the local 
market first. I strongly encourage local residents to check out the airlines websites to 
see if it makes sense for your travel plans to fly out of Waterloo. Daily commercial 
flights to Ottawa and Montreal do not have as flexible a schedule for business travel 
as Air Canada but the trade-off is not having to drive to Pearson. Daily flights to 
Detroit link travelers up with one of the biggest terminals in the world which makes it 
easier to make connecting flights. Too make the local airport a success we all need to 
use the available flights when we can. Check out these websites www.nwa.com and 
www.quikair.ca support your community, and fly local. 


